GENIUS AND CHARACTER
of the poet in you for you to act in decisive
moments otherwise than intuitively, to act on
impulse, on inspiration/'
"You are right. The March on Rome was
unquestionably an inspiration of that sort. At a
meeting in Milan, on October i6th, we decided
to undertake it. But the date for the March,
October 28th, I chose all of a sudden, for I felt
that a single day's further delay might ruin the
whole affair. The March on Rome was only
possible on that day/'
He was silent for a while, deep in his memories;
then, preferring, after his manner, to be exact
rather than emotional, he added: "Perhaps/*
"I suppose, then," said I, "that you are both
led and disturbed by premonitions/'
"Yes, led, and troubled as well. They are sub-
conscious in origin, these feelings, both bodily
and mental. In the summer, I sense the coming
of autumn. I have ominous foreshadowings, too,
now and again; and there are many days when
I feel averse from beginning a new venture. On
October 31, 1926, when I was in Bologna, the
spiritual atmosphere seemed to me so oppressive
that throughout the day I was anticipating dis-
aster. In the evening there was an attempt on
my life."
"Why did you not at that time begin to have
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